
AB 466: Upper Los Angeles River 
and Tributaries Revitalization 

Plan

Water and Environment Committee

November 15, 2018



Meeting Agenda

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Approval of Minutes

4. Comments from members of the public 

5. Staff update

6. AB466 purpose, goals, objectives, and timeline

7. Tributaries overview and characterization

8. Presentation on relevant case studies and best 
practices

9. Presentation on the City of Los Angeles’ Biodiversity 
Index

10. Committee member comments on matters not on 
the agenda

11. Announcement of future meetings and adjournment



Item 4. Comments from members of the public



Item 5. Staff Update



Item 6. Purpose, Goals, and Objectives



AB 466 Plan Mission
The mission of the Upper LA River & 
Tributaries Revitalization Plan is to foster the 
creation of prioritized opportunities with the 
following components:
• Open space
• Multi-benefit
• Safe access
• based on community feedback
• Aligned with funding
• Nature based
• Reconciled with previous efforts





AB 466 Plan Goals and Objectives

Focus on community engagement 
especially in underserved communities

Focus on Tributaries where there is not 
already planning or project building 
efforts

Refer to previous planning efforts 
whenever possible and fill in gaps





The purpose of the Hydrology Water and 
Environment Committee is to identify and 
prioritize the opportunities that focus on 
the community need for public safety and 
responsibility for a sustainable environment 
for the Upper Los Angeles River and its 
Tributaries using an Integrated approach 
(water resources/ conservation/ quality/ 
recreation source)

Water and Environment Committee Purpose





Water and Environment Committee Goals and Objectives

Maintain or enhance flood management

Create equitable opportunities to 
enhance the ecosystem, water supply, 
water quality, and watershed health

Enhanced opportunities for water supply 
and improved water quality

Balance the utilization of available space 
and resources for both the environment 
and the community

Assess all opportunities for Resiliency in 
to climate change













Item 7. Tributaries overview and characterization; review and discussion 
of gap areas



Data Inventory

Flood Risk

• Tributary 
Channel design 
and engineering

• Hydraulic river 
flows

• Right of way
• Tributary 

drainage area

Active 
Transpiration

• Pedestrian 
pathways

• Bike trails
• non-motorized 

vehicle trails
• Public 

transportation 
locations

• Public 
transportation 
data

• River access and 
Points of 
interest

Water Supply

• Groundwater 
Basins

• Soil 
permeability

• Impervious land 
cover

• Sewersheds
• Stormwater 

outfalls
• Drainage 

networks

Ecosystem and 
Habitat

• Historic ecology
• Contemporary 

ecology
• Habitat 

connectivity
• Significant 

ecological areas
• public land
• Tree canopy

Water Quality

• Stormwater 
runoff volumes

• Watersheds
• land use
• Tributary length
• Water quality 

monitoring data

Open Space and 
Recreation

• Conservancy 
boundaries

• Percent of 
people 1/2 mile 
from a park

• Park provisions
• Vacant Land
• Park locations
• Recreational 

areas

Disadvantaged 
Communities

• Census data
• Brownfields
• CalEnviroScreen 

3.0
• Environmentally 

contaminated 
areas

• Household 
income

• Zoning



Data Gap Highlights

• What makes each of the subwatersheds unique and how they relate and connect to one 
another

• Planning for network connectivity for both nature and nonmotorized transportation throughout 
all the watersheds. 

• Consistency for the scale of planning

• Suspected discharges to the river or its tributaries

• Amenities along the river

• Community or grant funded park spaces 



Tributary Screening Matrix



Water and Environemnt Gaps





People and Recreation Gaps





General Specific

Common Ground - From the 
Mountains to the Sea, 2001

City of Los Angeles LA River 
Revitalization Master Plan, 2007

IRWMP Upper LA River Subregional
Report, 2014

Los Angeles Sustainable Water 
Project: Los Angeles River 
Watershed, 2017

The Los Angeles River Urban 
Wildlife Refuge Report, 2005

County of Los Angeles LA River Master Plan, 1996

City of Los Angeles LA River Revitalization Master Plan, 2007

Pacoima Wash Vision Plan, 2011

Cal Poly Pomona Pacoima Wash Greenway Master Plan, 2004

Arroyo Seco Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility Study (DRAFT 
- UNDATED)

Enhanced Watershed Management Program for the Upper Los 
Angeles River Watershed, 2016

Los Angeles Sustainable Water Project: Los Angeles River 
Watershed, 2017

Tujunga-Pacoima Watershed Plan, 2008

Arroyo Seco Watershed Restoration Feasibility Study, 2002



General Specific

Common Ground - From the 
Mountains to the Sea, 2001

City of Los Angeles LA River Revitalization Master Plan, 2007

Pacoima Wash Vision Plan, 2011

Cal Poly Pomona Pacoima Wash Greenway Master Plan, 2004

Tujunga-Pacoima Watershed Plan, 2008



General Specific

Common Ground - From the 
Mountains to the Sea, 2001

IRWMP Upper LA River Subregional
Report, 2014

Los Angeles Sustainable Water 
Project: Los Angeles River 
Watershed, 2017

Los Angeles Countywide 
Comprehensive Parks and 
Recreation Needs Assessment, 2016

National Park Service Rim of the 
Valley Special Resource Study, 2016

County of Los Angeles LA River Master Plan, 1996

City of Los Angeles LA River Revitalization Master Plan, 2007

Army Corps of Engineers Los Angeles River Ecosystem 
Restoration Integrated Feasibility Report and its 
Recommended Plan, 2015

Pacoima Wash Vision Plan, 2011

Cal Poly Pomona Pacoima Wash Greenway Master Plan, 2004

Arroyo Seco Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility Study (DRAFT 
- UNDATED)

Enhanced Watershed Management Program for the Upper Los 
Angeles River Watershed, 2016

Water Supply and Habitat Resiliency for a Future Los Angeles 
River, 2016

Los Angeles Sustainable Water Project: Los Angeles River 
Watershed, 2017

Tujunga-Pacoima Watershed Plan, 2008

Arroyo Seco Watershed Restoration Feasibility Study, 2002



General Specific

Common Ground - From the 
Mountains to the Sea, 2001

IRWMP Upper LA River Subregional
Report, 2014

Los Angeles Countywide 
Comprehensive Parks and 
Recreation Needs Assessment, 2016

National Park Service Rim of the 
Valley Special Resource Study, 2016

The Los Angeles River Urban 
Wildlife Refuge Report, 2005

County of Los Angeles LA River Master Plan, 1996

City of Los Angeles LA River Revitalization Master Plan, 2007

Pacoima Wash Vision Plan, 2011

Cal Poly Pomona Pacoima Wash Greenway Master Plan, 2004

Arroyo Seco Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility Study (DRAFT 
- UNDATED)

Tujunga-Pacoima Watershed Plan, 2008

Arroyo Seco Watershed Restoration Feasibility Study, 2002



General Specific

Common Ground - From the 
Mountains to the Sea, 2001

IRWMP Upper LA River Subregional
Report, 2014

Los Angeles Countywide 
Comprehensive Parks and 
Recreation Needs Assessment, 2016

National Park Service Rim of the 
Valley Special Resource Study, 2016

Pacoima Wash Vision Plan, 2011

Cal Poly Pomona Pacoima Wash Greenway Master Plan, 2004

Arroyo Seco Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility Study (DRAFT 
- UNDATED)



Revitalization 
Plan

Concept 
Development

Draft 
Framework

Constraints 
Analysis

Initial 
Opportunity 

Sites

Inventory 
and Analysis

Plan Development Timeline

Community OutreachCommunity Engagement Plan

2018 2019















































































Tributary Resident Questions

• Tell us a story of what it is like living here

• What is your life like?

• Is it noisy? Crowded? Trash/Litter? 

• What is transportation/traffic like? Do you see bicyclists? A lot of 
Pedestrians? People taking the bus?

• Is there shade? Do you see Landscaping? 

• What should we know about your tributary/community?



Item 8. Case Studies and Best Practices



























Item 9. Biodiversity Index Presentation



Item 10. Committee Member Comments



Item 11. Announcement of future meetings and adjournment



Contact Information

Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, Board Secretary
• Tel. No. (310) 589-3200, Extension 118

• Email: river@smmc.ca.gov

Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority

Sarah Rascon, Urban River Program Officer, Primary Contact
• Email: sarah.rascon@mrca.ca.gov 

• Tel. No. (323) 221-9944, Extension 109

Melissa Vega, Project Analyst, 
• Email: melissa.vega@mrca.ca.gov 

• Tel. No. (323) 221-9944, Extension 199
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