
AB 466 Upper Los Angeles River 
and Tributaries Revitalization Plan

Working Group Meeting 5

May 23, 2019

Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy



MEETINGAGENDA

1. Call to Order.

2. Administration of Oath of Office.

3. Roll Call.

4. Approval of minutes.

5. Comments from Members of the public on items not on the agenda and 
public testimony on all agenda items.

6. Reports from the Water & Environment and People & Recreation 

Committees.

7. Staff Update.

8. Consideration of resolution approving prioritization methodology.

9. Member comments on matters not on the Agenda.

10.Announcement of future meetings and adjournment.



ITEM 1. CALL TO ORDER



ITEM 2. ADMINISTRATION OF OATH OF OFFICE



ITEM 3. ROLL CALL



ITEM 4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

© TreePeople



ITEM 5. COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA AND PUBLIC 
TESTIMONY ON ALL AGENDA ITEMS



© TreePeople

ITEM 6. REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA AND PUBLIC 
TESTIMONY ON ALL AGENDA ITEMS.



© TreePeople

ITEM 7. STAFF UPDATE



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT UPDATE



INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS OVERVIEW

March 13th 2019
Location: Discovery Cube

(Sylmar, CA)
NGO Partner:Pacoima Beautiful

April 9th 2019
Location: Rose Goldwater Community 

Center
(Canoga Park, CA)

NGO Partner: The Valley Economic 
Alliance/Mulholland Institute

v

March 20th 2019
Location: Los Angeles Zoo

(Los Angeles, CA)
NGO Partner:The River Project

April 4th 2019
[ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΥ YƛŘǎǇŀŎŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aǳǎŜǳƳ

(Pasadena, CA)
NGO Partner:River LA
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REIMAGINE YOUR RIVER

Safety

Aesthetics

Access

Environment

Infrastructure 



FINDINGS AND EMERGING THEMES

Primary Activities
ÅWalk
ÅBike
ÅGo to park
ÅBird watching
ÅKayak



FINDINGS AND EMERGING THEMES

Safety and Access
ÅHomelessness
ÅUnsafe spaces and locations
ÅCrime/personal safety



FINDINGS AND EMERGING THEMES

Naturalized Environments
ÅResource conservation
ÅNative habitat restoration
ÅWildlife
Å Improved air quality

άhǳǊ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎƻƭǾŜ ŀƛǊ ǇƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴΦ tƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
community. We need the trees to stop the air pollution from 

ŦŀŎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎǘƘƳŀΦέ 

--Cerina, Crystal, Andrew, Daniel, Jon (students) 



FINDINGS AND EMERGING THEMES

Inviting and Engaging Environment
ÅRecreation: active and passive
ÅActivation of spaces
ÅLandscaping and greenery
Å Interaction with nature

ά²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŀǊƪǎ ƻǊ 
ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 

for kids to have access to the 
outdoors, and the Pacoima Wash 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘΦέ

--Yesenia C. 

άL Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǊƛǾŜǊΦέ

--Anonymous 



FINDINGS AND EMERGING THEMES

Public Access and Connections
ÅLighting 
ÅDefined pathways
ÅWayfinding 
ÅMulti-modal
ÅSecurity



FINDINGS AND EMERGING THEMES

Local Culture and History
Å Indigenous peoples 
ÅNative American tribes
ÅEcology: land and habitat



FINDINGS AND EMERGING THEMES

Comprehensive Watershed Management
ÅWater quality
ÅDrainage
ÅFlooding
Å Infiltration
ÅGroundwater



FINDINGS AND EMERGING THEMES

Community Focused 
Å Inclusive
ÅAvoid gentrification
ÅCommunity involvement



FINDINGS AND EMERGING THEMES

Education
ÅProgramming
Å Inclusive 
ÅStewardship



Station 1



Phase II

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
PHASE II





© Dan Barrett

ITEM 8. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION APPROVING PRIORITIZATION METHODOLOGY



2017
AB466 PASSED



2017

AB466 PASSES



SEPTEMBER 
2018

DEFINING OUR MISSION



SEPTEMBER 2018

DEFINING OUR MISSION



SEPTEMBER 2018

DEFINING OUR MISSION | 9 KEY COMPONENTS



SEPTEMBER 2018

DEFINING OUR MISSION | 9 KEY COMPONENTS | 3 REQUIREMENTS

Å Captures and treats 
stormwater

Å Encourages native 
plants and species

Å Incorporates appropriate 
natural and cultural 
features In alignment 
with the areas

Å Meets unmet drainage 
needs

Å Doesnět create 
additional flooding

Å Recreational Benefits
Å Passive
Å Active

Å Educational Benefits
Å Community Science

Å Ecological Benefits
Biodiversity
Å Habitat
Å Ecosystem health

Å Community Benefits



OCTOBER
2018

DEFINING THE PLANõS AREA



OCTOBER 2018



OCTOBER 2018

DEFINING THE PLANõS FOCUS



NOVEMBER 
2018

UNDERSTANDING THE TRIBUTARIES



NOVEMBER 2018

UNDERSTANDING THE TRIBUTARY



NOVEMBER 2018

UNDERSTANDING THE TRIBUTARY



NOVEMBER 2018

UNDERSTANDING THE TRIBUTARY



NOVEMBER 2018

UNDERSTANDING THE TRIBUTARY



DECEMBER 2018
WHERE SHOULD WE FOCUS?



DECEMBER 2018

WHERE SHOULD WE FOCUS? 



DECEMBER 2018

WHERE SHOULD WE FOCUS? 



JANUARY 2019
CONFIRM FEEDBACK



JANUARY 2019

CONFIRM FEEDBACK



JANUARY 2019

CONFIRM FEEDBACK



FEBRUARY 2019
BRAINSTORM TYPICAL CONDITIONS AND 

POTENTIAL IMPROVEMENTS



FEBRUARY 2019

BRAINSTORM IMPROVEMENTS



FEBRUARY 2019

BRAINSTORM IMPROVEMENTS

Improvements suggested during the February committee meetings
included improvements such as wetlands and ecological habitats



FEBRUARY 2019

BRAINSTORM IMPROVEMENTS

Improvements suggested during the February committee meetings
included improvements such as alteration of floodplain and site -scale green infrastructure



FEBRUARY 2019

BRAINSTORM IMPROVEMENTS

Improvements suggested during the February committee meetings
included improvements such as multi -use paths, 

wildlife bridges, and watershed improvements in existing parks



FEBRUARY 2019

BRAINSTORM IMPROVEMENTS

Improvements suggested during the February committee meetings
included improvements such as community specific recreation opportunities and natural plantings



FEBRUARY 2019

BRAINSTORM IMPROVEMENTS

Improvements suggested during the February committee meetingsImprovements suggested during the February committee meetings
included improvements such as bridges, lighting, and signage



FEBRUARY 2019

BRAINSTORM IMPROVEMENTS

Improvements suggested during the February committee meetings
included improvements such as ecological curriculum, murals, and art installations. 



MARCH 2019
HOW CAN WE SUPPORT CHANGES 

THROUGH THE ENTIRE WATERSHED?



MARCH 2019

TYPOLOGIES + TYPICAL CONDITIONS



MARCH 2019

TYPOLOGIES + TYPICAL CONDITIONS

The natural and urban conditions inform the kind of improvement



MARCH 2019

TYPOLOGIES + TYPICAL CONDITIONS

More than one condition could be relevant to a site



MARCH 2019

TYPOLOGIES + TYPICAL CONDITIONS



WHAT IS A TYPOLOGY?

TYPOLOGIES SHOULD HAVE A SIMILAR CONDITION

TYPOLOGIES SHOULD MEET A SIMILAR OBJECTIVE



1. Bridge Crossings An Improvement

2. Channel Right -of-Way A Typical Condition

3. Commercial/Industrial A Typical Condition

4. Ecological Connections An Improvement

5. Hidden Tributaries Occur on Varied Land Types

6. Parks A Typical Condition

7. River Confluences Occur on Varied Land Types 

8. River Parks A Unique Condition

9. Residential A Typical Condition

10. Schools A Typical Condition

11. Stormwater Basins A Typical Condition

12. Transportation Corridors A Typical Condition

13. Urban Barriers Description of a Condition

14. Utility Easements & Public Land A Typical Condition

PRELIMINARY TYPOLOGIES



1. Bridge Crossings An Improvement

2. Channel Right -of-Way A Typical Condition

3. Commercial/Industrial A Typical Condition

4. Ecological Connections An Improvement

5. Hidden Tributaries Occur on Varied Land Types

6. Parks A Typical Condition

7. River Confluences Occur on Varied Land Types 

8. River Parks A Unique Condition

9. Residential A Typical Condition

10. Schools A Typical Condition

11. Stormwater Basins A Typical Condition

12. Transportation Corridors A Typical Condition

13. Urban Barriers Description of a Condition

14. Utility Easements & Public Land A Typical Condition

TYPOLOGY REFINEMENT



REFINED TYPOLOGIESPRELIMINARY TYPOLOGIES
1. Channel Right -of-Way 1.  Channel Right-of-Way

2. Stormwater Basins 2.  Stormwater Basins

3. Commercial/Industrial 3.  Commercial

4.  Industrial

4. Parks 5. Parks and Ecological Connections

5. River Parks

6. Transportation Corridors 6.  Community Connections

7. Utility Easements & Public Land

8. Schools 7.  Institutions 

9. Residential

10. Bridge Crossings

11. Ecological Connections 

12. Hidden Tributaries 8.   In-Channel Improvements

13. River Confluences

14. Urban Barriers

GROUPING TYPOLOGIES BY OBJECTIVES



APRIL 2019
HOW CAN WE SUPPORT CHANGES 

THROUGH THE ENTIRE WATERSHED?



VERDUGO



MAY 2019
PRIORITIZATION METHOD



SITE SUGGESTIONS

1.2 million people
within walking distance of the 
tributaries (0.5 miles)
Source: 2010 census



SITE SUGGESTIONS



SITE SUGGESTIONS








