
AB 466: Upper Los Angeles 
River and Tributaries 
Revitalization Plan

People and Recreation Committee

June 27, 2019



1. Call to order

2. Roll call

3. Approval of minutes

4. Comments from members of the public on 
items not on the agenda and public testimony 
on all agenda items

5. Staff update

6. Workshop: Overview of Project Opportunities 
and Discussion of Recommended Design Focus 
Areas 

7. Committee member comments on matters not 
on the agenda

8. Announcement of future meetings and 
adjournment

MEETINGAGENDA



ITEM 1. CALL TO ORDER



ITEM 2. ROLL CALL



ITEM 3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

© TreePeople



ITEM 4. COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC



ITEM 5. STAFF UPDATE

© TreePeople



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT UPDATE



PHASE 2 - UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS 

July 9th 2019
Location: Discovery Cube

(Sylmar, CA)
6:00  ς8:00 PM

July 11th 2019
Location: DREAMWORKS Animation 

(Glendale, CA)
6:30 ς8:30 PM

#2#1





ITEM 6. WORKSHOP: OVERVIEW OF PROJECT OPPORTUNITIES AND 
DISCUSSION OF RECOMMENDED DESIGN FOCUS AREAS.

© TreePeople



2017

AB466 APPROVED



SEPTEMBER 2018

DEFINING THE PLANõS FOCUS
2018

SB1126 APPROVED



FOCUS ON THE TRIBUTARIES

Å Aliso Canyon Wash
Å Pacoima Wash
Å Tujunga Wash
Å Burbank-Western Channel
Å Verdugo Wash
Å Arroyo Seco

Considerations: 
Å Watershed management effectiveness
Å Scale - study area within ½-mile of each tributary
Å Sustainability of aquatic resources > watershed health
Å Need to consider cumulative outcomes 



SEPTEMBER 2018

DEFINING OUR MISSION



SEPTEMBER 2018

DEFINING OUR MISSION | 9 KEY COMPONENTS



SEPTEMBER 2018

DEFINING OUR MISSION | 9 KEY COMPONENTS | 3 REQUIREMENTS

Å Captures and treats 
stormwater

Å Encourages native 
plants and species

Å Incorporates appropriate 
natural and cultural 
features In alignment 
with the areas

Å Meets unmet drainage 
needs

Å Doesnět create 
additional flooding

Å Recreational Benefits
Å Passive
Å Active

Å Educational Benefits
Å Community Science

Å Ecological Benefits
Biodiversity
Å Habitat
Å Ecosystem health

Å Community Benefits



DECEMBER 2018

DETERMINING THE OPPORTUNITIES

DRAFT  19.6.2019



JANUARY 2019

CONFIRMING FEEDBACK



MARCH 2019

TYPOLOGIES + TYPICAL CONDITIONS



RECOMMENDED DESIGN AREAS

OPPORTUNITY AREAS

104
sites suggested 
through desktop 
analysis

574
sites suggested by the working 
group, committee members, 
and the public



SITE SUGGESTIONS



DECIDING ON THE OPPORTUNITY AREAS

SCORING INDIVIDUAL PROJECTS

12

48

52

9

12

50

32



SITE 
EVALUATION 
CRITERIA



ALL PROJECTS MUST MEET THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA:

¶Community engagement and outreach occurs during all phases.

¶Project does not create a flood risk.

¶Project is within ½ mile of the waterway.

¶Suitable for an open space or water-related funding source

A. PREREQUISITES



¶ Incorporates site appropriate natural features in alignment with traditional, 

local, and scientific knowledge of the area

¶Native plans or species are introduced

¶Site captures, treats, or infiltrates stormwater

¶Treats stormwater that otherwise has no existing opportunity to be treated; or 

treats stormwater that enters a drainage system with opportunities for structural 

BMPs.

The intrinsic, core qualities of the project include:

NATURE BASED AND WATERSHED MANAGEMENT

B. CORE QUALITIES SCORE



OPEN SPACE
ÅIs within at least .1 acre of new habitat.

CONNECTIVITY/SAFE AND EQUITABLE ACCESS
ÅProvides new/additional access or connectivity to the river, tributaries or open 

space 
ÅEnhances existing access point to meet requirements of the special needs 

community

CLIMATE RESILIENCY/ECOSYSTEM ENHANCEMENT 
ÅProvides biodiversity, habitat, or ecosystem health improvement opportunities

B. CORE QUALITIES SCORE



ART, CULTURE OR EDUCATION
ÅIs within walking distance of institutions (i.e. museums, schools, cultural 

centers)
ÅIncorporates additional art, culture, or educational opportunities through 

physical elements or programing

RECREATION (PASSIVE)
Å Creates new passive recreation area
Å Includes upgrades to existing passive recreation area (50%)

ECONOMIC AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

B. CORE QUALITIES SCORE



ÅDOES NOT CREATE ADDITIONAL FLOODING (PREREQUISITE) 

ÅAddresses unmet drainage needs or local flood complaints

ÅIs within the 100 year flood plain 

FLOOD RISK REDUCTION 



Community engagement and outreach occurs during all phases 
of opportunity development (Prerequisite) 

ÅCalEnviroScreenscore is greater than 75 and less than 84

ÅCalEnviroScreenscore is greater than 85 and less than 94

ÅCalEnviroScreenscore is greater than 95

Focus on community engagement especially in underserved communities with an 
emphasis on environmental justice

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT + DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITIES



ÅProject is within 500' of waterway.  50% points allowed for being within 
¼ mile

ÅProject is within of ¼ mile of a public transit access point

ÅProject is within ¼ mile of a cultural, arts or education facility

FOCUS ON LOCATION





PROJECT 
SCORING 
EXAMPLE
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PROJECT BUNDLING 
AND

RECOMMENDED 
PROJECTS



PROJECT OPPORTUNITY
WORKING GROUP
PUBLIC COMMENT
COMMITTEE TRIBUTARY

RECOMMENDED DESIGN AREAS

DESIGN AREAõS ORIGIN
tƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ άŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀǊŜŀǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ǇǇŜǊ [! wƛǾŜǊ ²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
opportunities identified from the working group, committee and members of the 
public.

1/4 mile



EXISTING PARK

VACANT 
LAND

RECOMMENDED DESIGN AREAS

òBUNDLINGó PROJECTS
The identified opportunity was bundled with other recommendations in the area 
that could strengthen its ecological, hydrological, and community contribution.

1/4 mile



RIGHT-OF-WAY

GREEN
STREET

RECOMMENDED DESIGN AREAS

òSTRETCHINGó PROJECTS

GREEN
STREET

LƴŎǊŜƳŜƴǘŀƭ άǎǘǊŜǘŎƘέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘǊƛōǳǘŀǊȅ ŘŜ-naturalization  and green 
buffers were added to each bundle.

1/4 mile



FINAL BOUNDARY

RECOMMENDED DESIGN AREAS

DESIGN AREAS

1/4 mile

{ƻΣ ŜŀŎƘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀǊŜŀ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ άōǳƴŘƭŜέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ 
ŀƴŘ άǎǘǊŜǘŎƘέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ



ARROYO SECO.
DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES



ARROYO SECO
The Arroyo Seco Opportunity

ÅAdjacent to 2.3 square miles of public open space

ÅLocal habitat impacted by removal of riparian vegetation

ÅContaminated by urban runoff 

ÅAdjacent to numerous historic structures and strong cultural 

institutions (Rose Bowl, Lumis House,  Heritage Square, Norton Simon Museum, Kidspace )

Opportunity to de-armour the Arroyo Seco and create a unique 

destination



DESIGN AREA A
FLINT CANYON CONFLUENCE
Protect the existing critical habitat Hahamongna and the 
Flint Canyon Wash. 

ARROYO SECO.DESIGN AREAS

DESIGN AREA B
LOWER ARROYO PARK NATURALIZATION
Remove Arroyo Secoěsconcrete lining and restore the natural stream 
bed. 



DESIGN AREA C
HERITAGE SQUARE
Create an ecological and cultural destination by 
using vacant lots to connect Sycamore Grove 
Park, with community institutions such as the 
Heritage Museum, the Metro Station, the 
Lummis House, and numerous schools



ARROYO SECO.LOWER ARROYO PARK NATURALIZATION 
ORIGINAL PROJECT

ORIGINAL PROJECT BUNDLE PROJECTS STRETCH PROJECTS FINAL BOUNDARY TYPOLOGY

CITY:  PASADENA

ACRES: 70

HABITAT/CHANNEL 
RESTORATION
OA 571
ORIGINAL SCORE 60

ARROYO SECO



ORIGINAL PROJECT BUNDLE PROJECTS STRETCH PROJECTS FINAL BOUNDARY TYPOLOGY

ARROYO SECO.LOWER ARROYO PARK NATURALIZATION 
POTENTIAL BUNDLE PROJECTS

ARROYO SECO
WATERSHED RESTORATION 
FEASIBILITY PLAN 
OA 733
Score: 72

FLYCASTING
ORIGINAL SCORE N/A
OA 572

HABITAT/CHANNEL 
RESTORATION
OA 571
ORIGINAL SCORE 60

INNUNDATION
RESTORATION
OA 574
Score: 65

CITY:  PASADENA

ACRES: 70

ARROYO SECO



ORIGINAL PROJECT BUNDLE PROJECTS STRETCH PROJECTS FINAL BOUNDARY TYPOLOGY

ARROYO SECO.LOWER ARROYO PARK NATURALIZATION 
POTENTIAL STRETCH PROJECTS

HABITAT/CHANNEL 
RESTORATION
OA 571
ORIGINAL SCORE 60

CITY:  PASADENA

ACRES: 70

DRAFT  19.6.2019

ARROYO SECO



CITY:  CITY NAME

ACRES: 0000 

ORIGINAL PROJECT BUNDLE PROJECTS STRETCH PROJECTS FINAL BOUNDARY SCORING

ARROYO SECO.LOWER ARROYO PARK NATURALIZATION 
FINAL BOUNDARY

HABITAT/CHANNEL 
RESTORATION
OA 571
ORIGINAL SCORE 60

FINAL BOUNDARY

ARROYO SECO



ORIGINAL PROJECT BUNDLE PROJECTS STRETCH PROJECTS FINAL BOUNDARY SCORING

ARROYO SECO.LOWER ARROYO PARK NATURALIZATION 
TYPOLOGY

ARROYO SECO

CITY:  PASADENA

ACRES: 70

TYPOLOGY 

PARKS + ECOLOGICAL 
CONNECTION

TYPOLOGY 

CHANNEL
RIGHT-OF-WAY

TYPOLOGY 

COMMUNITY
CONNECTION



VERDUGO WASH.
DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES



VERDUGO WASH.

The Verdugo Wash Opportunity

ÅLocated between Verdugo Mountains & the San Rafael Hills habitat

ÅAdjacent to 100 acres of public and private open space

Opportunity to use the open space to create an ecological  connection

between the Verdugo Mountains and the San Rafael Hills



DESIGN AREA A
SAN RAFAEL ECOLOGICAL 
CONNECTION

Enhance the passage between the habitats in the 
Verdugo Mountains and the San Rafael Hills

VERDUGO.DESIGN AREAS



DESIGN AREA B
URBAN TRAIL ACCESS

Additional community and ecological access to the 
Verdugo Mountain trail systems, especially from the 
Glendale Community College, the Civic Auditorium, and 
public transit along Verdugo Road. 

DESIGN AREA C
CONFLUENCE

Restore a riparian fringe at the 
confluence of the LA River.



VERDUGO.SAN RAFAEL ECOLOGICAL CONNECTOR
ORIGINAL PROJECT

ORIGINAL PROJECT BUNDLE PROJECTS STRETCH PROJECTS FINAL BOUNDARY TYPOLOGY

CITY:   GLENDALE

LA CANADA FLINTRIDGE

ACRES: 580

TRAIL
ORIGINAL SCORE 95
OA 642

VERDUGO WASH



ORIGINAL PROJECT BUNDLE PROJECTS STRETCH PROJECTS FINAL BOUNDARY TYPOLOGY

VERDUGO.SAN RAFAEL ECOLOGICAL CONNECTOR
POTENTIAL BUNDLE PROJECTS

CITY:   GLENDALE

LA CANADA FLINTRIDGE

ACRES: 580

WILDLIFE 
ACCESS 
OA 677
Score: 35

OAKMONT 
COUNTRY CLUB

GLORIETTA 
TENNIS CLUB

VERDUGO WASH

TRAIL
ORIGINAL SCORE 95
OA 642



ORIGINAL PROJECT BUNDLE PROJECTS STRETCH PROJECTS FINAL BOUNDARY TYPOLOGY

VERDUGO.SAN RAFAEL ECOLOGICAL CONNECTOR
POTENTIAL STRETCH PROJECTS

CITY:   GLENDALE

LA CANADA FLINTRIDGE

ACRES: 580

VERDUGO 
MOUNTAINS

SAN RAFAEL 
HILLS

VERDUGO WASH

TRAIL
ORIGINAL SCORE 95
OA 642



ORIGINAL PROJECT BUNDLE PROJECTS STRETCH PROJECTS FINAL BOUNDARY TYPOLOGY

VERDUGO.SAN RAFAEL ECOLOGICAL CONNECTOR
FINAL BOUNDARY

CITY:   GLENDALE

LA CANADA FLINTRIDGE

ACRES: 580

FINAL BOUNDARY

VERDUGO WASH

TRAIL
ORIGINAL SCORE 95
OA 642


